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CHAPTER I 
DEVELOPMENT OF THE TOWNSHIP OF STOCKBRIDGE 
Existing Conditions Prior to Land Grant — With 
the outbreak of King Philip’s War in 1675, the westward 
expansion of the English colonies had come to an abrupt 
halt at the Connecticut River, and for almost fifty years, 
Springfield, Hatfield, Deerfield, Northampton, and Hadley 
had been outposts dotting the frontier in the wilderness. 
The bloody history of these years explains why the Berk- 
shires remained so long undisturbed. Life was lived, by 
the white man, in breathless anticipation of the next blow. 
The Indians played their deadly game by rules which no 
Englishman could understand and always managed to catch 
the settlers off their guard. Then, after the English 
gathered themselves together to retaliate and pursue them, 
the Indians would vanish silently into the forest, of 
which they seemed as much a part as the trees. 
Massachusetts Bay Charter -- Although the Charter of 
the Massachusetts Bay extended from the Atlantic to the 
Pacific, the Dutch, who were not liked as neighbors by the 
English, had settled along the Hudson River, and for this 
reason, and through fear of the descent of the French and 
Indians from Canada, the western part of Massachusetts was 
the last to be settled. 
In 1722 there was a breathing space and comparative 
peace had existed since 1713• In the former year, Joseph 
Parsons and one hundred and seventy-six other members of 
the settlement living in the County of Hampshire, peti¬ 
tioned the General Assembly of Massachusetts for two 
townships within the county upon the Housatonic River, in 
the vicinity of the present Berkshires.^ The County of 
Hampshire at that time was under the jurisdiction of the 
Governor of Massachusetts, and extended to the line of the 
Dutch settlements along the Hudson. 
/ 
On the thirtieth day of June, 1722, the General Court 
of the Colony with the approval of the Governor of Mass¬ 
achusetts, granted to the petitioners, two townships of 
land, subject to the rights of the Indians who were the 
rightful owners. Stipulations in the grant stated that 
each of the two tracts were to contain seven Square miles 
of land, the first adjoining the divisional line of the 
Massachusetts Bay and Connecticut colonies along the south 
and the second to be laid northerly of, and adjoining to 
the first tract, and to the west as far as the New York 
line. 
The bold thought of settling this region originated 
with John Stoddard who was at this time and for many years 
p 
the master mind of the Connecticut Valley. 
(1) Jones, Electa F., History of Stockbridge, p. 38. 
(2) John Stoddard (1681-1748) was a son of Reverend 
Soloman Stoddard and long Chief Justice of the Court of 
Common Pleas of Massachusetts. 
-3- 
Stoddard headed a committee which was appointed to 
admit settlers, and manage all of the prudential affairs 
of the newly approved land grant. The committee was 
directed to settle the lands in a compact in the best 
defensible manner; to admit one hundred and twenty in¬ 
habitants into the two townships, giving preference to 
such of the petitioners as they judged most likely to 
bring forward a settlement, allowing none of the settlers 
more than three years from the time of the allotment of 
their lands, in which to make settlements by building a 
suitable house and dwelling therein themselves, and 
tilling such quantity of land as the committee might 
direct, in order to be entitled to their grants. The 
committee was also directed to reserve a sufficient 
amount of land for the first settled minister. Ministry 
aid school, and to demand and receive from each grantee, 
the sum of thirty shillings for each one hundred acres 
granted. The money which was so received was to be ex¬ 
pended in paying the Indians a reasonable sum for their 
rights to the laid, to pay the expenses of the settling 
committee, of laying out the lands, and for the building 
of a meeting house and a school. 
The Deed to Stockbridge — Stoddard dwelt upon the 
friendliness of the Indians who lived across the mountains 
and the importance of conciliating them and to maintain 
them as allies during wars. Accordingly, the English 
-4- 
crossed the barrier of the Hoosac mountains to inquire 
of the Indians what price they put on this last strip of 
land which separated Massachusetts from New York, and 
which is known today as Berkshire County. 
The price which Konkapot, Chief of the Tribe, asked 
for the extinction of the Indian title to this land was 
four hundred and sixty pounds, legal tender, three barrels 
3 
of cider and thirty quarts of rum. The Indians kept for 
themselves, only two small reservations, one on the northern 
boundary of the lower Kousatonic township, which they called 
Skatehook, and the other beyond the mountains, Wnahtakook, 
later to become the town of Stockbridge. Here Konkapot 
lived, while below at Skatehook, Umpachene, second in 
command of the tribe, maintained the "Great Wigwam."^ 
At Westfield on April 25, 172i|, Konkapot and twenty 
other Indians, in consideration of payment, received from 
the committee, four hundred and sixty pounds, legal tender, 
three barrels of cider and thirty quarts of rum. A deed 
was executed conveying to the committee, under the head 
of John Stoddard, "A certain tract of land lying upon the 
Housatonic river, alias Westonook, bounding southardly 
upon ye divisional line between the Province of Massach¬ 
usetts Bay and the Colony of Connecticut, westardly on ye 
(3) Sedgwick, Sarah C. et al, Stockbridge. p. 9 
(Ij.) The Great Wigwam was located in the vicinity of 
the present township of Sheffield and was the scene of im¬ 
portant tribal cermonies. 
-Ip- 
patten or colony of New York, northwardly upon ye Great 
Mountain known by ye name of Mausksfeehunk, and eastardly 
to run four miles from ye aforesaid River and in a general 
£ 
way so to extend." 
Interim and Further Development — The records of the 
committee do not show what, if any, progress was made in 
the settlement of the townships in the three years which 
had elapsed from 1723 to March 1726, nor do they furnish 
any means of accounting for the apparent delay. 
On March 9, 1726 at a meeting of the committee, it 
was determined that two of the committee should go to the 
Housatonic to make something of a survey of that land. 
In the meantime, John Stoddard had declined serving on 
the committee and was replaced by Cap tain Ebenezer Pomroy. 
Captain Pomroy, accompanied by Captain Ashley of the com¬ 
mittee, visited Housatonic and upon returning to Spring- 
field on April 8, 1726, the committee determined definite 
boundaries for the lower and upper townships. The com¬ 
mittee also proceeded to divide the townships into lots, 
and in each division a specified number of proprietors 
were alloted. Twenty-one proprietors were assigned to 
the upper township, including the Minister’s right and 
the school land. 
(5) Canning, E. W. B., A History of the County of 
Berkshire, p. 202. 
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Having made the foregoing divisions, the committee, 
at the same meeting of April 8, 1726, reported their pro¬ 
ceedings and notified the proprietors of their resolves 
which were agreeably accepted by them. At this time there 
were fifty-nine proprietors aside from the Ministry and 
/ 
the school right. 
It is presumed that the committee proceeded immediately 
after making these divisions in April 1726, to lay out home 
lots and other lands to the proprietors in the respective 
divisions. The records, however, furnish little light on 
this point, although they do mention that "many people were 
upon the land previous to May 1727. 
■I i 
Soon after the commencement of settlements, difficulties 
arose between the settlers and certain Dutchmen from the 
Province of New York who claimed the lands as within the 
limits and jurisdiction of that Province. Of how serious 
a nature these troubles were does not distinctly appear, 
but they were of such importance as to become the subject 
of correspondence between the governments of the two pro¬ 
vinces as early as the spring of 1727. The records of the 
committee sum up the matter very briefly by saying that 
after the lot was drawn and many people were upon the land 
at Housatonic, the Dutch people molested them and caused 
great chai ge and trouble to the committee as well as the 
people. 
(6) Taylor, Charles J., History of Great Barrington, 
p. 19. 
-7- 
In May of 1727, the Lieutenant Governor of Mass¬ 
achusetts Bay corresponded with the Settling Committee 
informing them that he had received from the Governor of 
New York, a copy of an order of Council forbidding the 
inhabitants of that Province prosecuting suits respecting 
those lands or making further settlements until the line 
had been fixed. The committee was therefore directed to 
take effectual care that this order be observed on the part 
of the inhabitants of this Province. The petitioners asked 
the Governor and Council to interpose so that when the par¬ 
tition line was completed they might maintain the quiet 
and peaceable possession of such land as may happen to 
fall within the bounds and limits of Connecticut or Mass¬ 
achusetts and thereby protect their established investments. 
In consequence of the Governor’s instructions, the 
committee, on the eighth of May, issued an order to the 
settlers forbidding them from making further settlements 
or commencing suits against the inhabitants of New York, 
respecting the title of their lands. By this order, the 
progress of the settlement was stayed and matters came to 
a standstill, much to the discomfort of the settlers. 
The settlers maintained their ground, however, trusting 
that they eventually would be sustained by the provincial 
government. Unfortunately, there seems to be no evidence 
that anything further was done for the relief of the 
settlers until 1733* 
-8- 
In the interim, the time alloted the committee in 
which to perfect the work like laying out the lands and 
settling both townships, had expired and their task was 
not yet completed. 
On the twenty-second of June 1733, the General Court 
passed an order appointing Captain John Ashly, Captain 
Pomroy, and Thomas ingersoll as a committee to bring for¬ 
ward a settlement of the upper Housatonic. The committee 
visited the land in 1733 and again in 1734 and completed 
their work by making a few records of the lands laid to 
each proprietor's right, and confirming the settlers in 
the possession of their lands. 
Further negotiations were suspended during the warm 
season of 1734 so that the Indians might cultivate their 
lands, and it was not until early in the year of 1735 that 
Major Pomroy and Mr. Ingersoll met the Indians and returned 
to them the Act of Legislature which appointed them its agents. 
The next stepping stone was to negotiate with the few 
English and Dutch who had settled in Wnahktakooh, or the 
land which was included in the proposed township. Appar¬ 
ently terms were satisfactorily agreed upon, and in the 
spring the report was laid before the Legislature and a 
township of six square miles was given to the Indians and 
the same committee was directed to complete the business 
of reserving one-sixteenth of the land for the Ministry and 
one-sixteenth for a school, and accommodating at least four 
-9- 
English families with such a part of land as they should 
see fit. As to the latter appointment of land, "These 
families were not admitted for the comfort of their social 
honor, but especially to civilize and anglicize the Indians 
and help them in their secular affairs."' Understanding 
or not, the Indians seemed to be pleased with this proposi¬ 
tion and Chief Umpachene expressed to the committee his 
appreciation for the kindness the English were showing him 
and his tribe, particularly in bringing his children a 
Christian religion and an opportunity for education. 
Understanding the Indians -- The xndians who inhabited 
the vicinity of the Housatonic were first called River 
Indians by the English and more generally denominated 
Housatonic Indians until the incorporation of the town 
of St' ckbridge. Since tint time they have been commonly 
called Stockbridge Indians. They have also been called 
Mohegans, which is a corruption of their proper nene, 
Muhhekaneeus. This is derived from an Indian word 
Muhhekaneeu, which signifies "The people of the great 
water, continually in motion."0 
Their history, as derived from the tradition of their 
ancestors, shows that they came from a distant country, 
presumably the eastern shores of Asia, after a series of 
(7) Jones, Electa F., History of Stockbridge. p. 
(8) Canning, S. W. B., op. cit., p. 244* 
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pilgrimages crossing over the ’’great waters”, until they 
arrived on the hoarders of the Hudson River. Here they 
settled aid spread through the neighboring country. It is 
believed that their ancestors were much more civilized 
than their descendants; lived in towns and villages and 
were very numerous; but being dispersed by a famine, they 
were obliged to seek their subsistence in distant regions, 
in the progress, they lost their arts and manners and had 
forsaken practically all of the faith or principles which 
they may have had. 
The new alliance between the Indian and the White man 
however, was proving a remarkable transition, at least as 
compared to what little could be learned of their previous 
habits and customs. By May of 1735 the Indians had all 
moved into the township along with two English families. 
They engaged industriously in the cultivation of their 
land. A school was planned along with a mission and the 
small community started to prosper. 
The town was incorporated in 1739 and called 
"Stockbridge”, undoubtedly from Stockbridge in England 
q 
which it is said to strikingly resemble.7 
(9) Stockbridge Town Charter, May 7, 1737 
CHAPTER II 
PROGRESS AND EDUCATIONAL DEVELOPMENT 
1700-1800 
CHAPTER II 
PROGRESS AND EDUCATIONAL DEVELOPMENT 
The Mission Groundwork -- A new dawn had broken 
for Chief Konkapot and his tribe by 1734 and through the 
General Court of Massachusetts Bay, the Stockbridge Mission 
commenced. 
The newly formed settlement of Stockbridge progressed 
slowly, but congenially. It was a great concern of Colonel 
Stoddard ai d his friends of how they could continue to best 
effect the salvation of the souls of these heathen brethem. 
Governor Belcher decided that he would confer military 
titles of Captain and Lieutenant upon Konkapot and Umpachene 
respectively, for the services rendered to the English. 
This honor, he thought, would please them and provide a 
cermony always attractive to the Indians, as well as main¬ 
tain a continued good friendship. It was then arranged 
that the committee would meet the Indians at Springfield 
where the titles would be given. 
Support and Influence from England — At about the 
same time commissions were being conferred upon the two 
Indians chiefs, a commission in Boston, who were the re¬ 
presentatives in this country for The Society for the 
Propogation of the Gospel in Foreign Parts, had mentioned 
the Housatonic Tribe to their headquarters in London. 
This Movement immediately took interest in the missionary 
work, particularly since a recent publication in London, 
’’The First Fruits of New England”, by John Eliot, greatly 
praised the advancement among the Indians in America. 
The Commission was anxious to cooperate with this endeavor 
especially where the Indians were not hostile, not only 
from a religious or educational standpoint, but also from 
political motives. 
After the commission had been bestowed upon Konkapot 
and Umpachene, the committee made another visit to the 
Housatonic and through the medium of Van Valkenburg, a 
remaining Dutch settler, the Indians agreed that their 
souls should be saved, and that a missionary should come 
to live among them. 
Governor Eelcher then left it up to the committee, 
again comprised of Colonel Stoddard, Major Pomroy and 
Mr. Ingersole, to weigh and consider all things and cir¬ 
cumstances so as to accommodate the Indian's wish at 
Housatonic. Accordingly, and with some apparent effort 
and deliberation, the committee selected John Sergeant as 
the first missionary to the Stockbridge Indians. 
John Sergeant, the First Missionary to Stockbridge -- 
At this time, Mr. Sergeant was engaged as a tutor at Yale. 
He was a young man in his early twenties and because of a 
slight physical handicap, had given his life to study. 
Through articles which he had written in his journal, his 
desire to help what he termed "The Tragedy of the Indians, 
was learned and he readily accepted the opportunity of 
leading these heathens to the light.^ Sergeant had studied 
under Jonathan Edwards who was an instructor at Yale and 
who later joined the Stockbridge mission himself, probably 
through the interest of his uncle, Colonel Stoddard. 
The agreement made between the new missionary and the 
/ 
committee was that Mr. Sergeant would come to Stockbridge 
on a few months trial basis. He would then return to Yale 
to finish his year of tutoring and if his trial had proved 
successful, he would return the following summer as a per¬ 
manent missionary to the Indians at a salary of one hundred 
pounds yearly. 
Sergeant's personal interest in the Indians had given 
him some background in their language, and with the aid 
of Van Valkenburg, he started preaching to the Indians 
immediately upon his arrival. The young man’s efforts 
were heartily received by his new people and during his 
trial period, he constructed a building in the new wigwam 
town which was to serve as a meeting house and school 
house. So great had been his success, that when he re¬ 
turned to Yale in the fall of 1735, the Commission in 
Boston sent up another young man, Timothy Woodbridge, to 
take charge of the school while Mr. Sergeant was away. 
Chief Konkapot and chief Umpachene had placed such confi¬ 
dence in Sergeant during his short stay, that they allowed 
(1) Jones, Electa F., History of Stockbridge. p. 5K* 
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him to take their two sons back with him to New Haven 
until he returned. 
John Sergeant had now definitely decided to spend 
his life as missionary to the Indians and he returned to 
Stockbridge in the middle of the winter. The Governor 
arrived for an ordination in the presence of the Indians, 
which greatly exhaulted Mr. Sergeant in their eyes. He 
continued to preach, baptize and marry all winter, although 
many of these new steps seemed radical to the Indians. It 
was not easy to change their crude customs and practices, 
but by spring, even Konkapot and Umpachene had taken 
Christian names. 
Mr. Woodbridge continued on with the mission when 
John Sergeant returned from Yale and in order to iAcilitate 
instructions, Mr. Sergeant taught school near Umpachene’s 
wigwam, while Mr. Woodbridge taught school in the meeting 
house next to the wigwam of Konkapot. All winter, however, 
the two missionaries had been working upon a scheme for 
establishing the Indians in one spot, as their wigwams 
were now spread over the entire township. They finally 
decided to lay before the Court, a plan whereby the Indians 
could own the Village and a spot be reserved for each of 
them and perhaps one or two more English families. In 173& 
their dream came true and the General Court made a formal 
grant of the township to the Indians with the exception of 
-16- 
the small amount of land alloted to the English. 
Governor Eelcher Allots Funds to the Mission — 
Governor Belcher did not lose interest in the new Stock- 
bridge mission and shortly after the township was formally 
granted to the Indians, he persuaded the General Assembly 
to raise funds for the erection of suitable educational 
buildings within the township. The specifications stated, 
"a church forty feet by thirty feet together with a suit- 
able schoolhouse.” Apparently there was some delay in 
building these new structures, for the first record of 
using the church for religious services is Thanksgiving 
Day, November 29, 1739* The people of Boston had presented 
the Stockbridge church with a Conch Shell which notified 
the congregation of the time for gathering, and a small sum 
was raised by Mr. Sergeant for paying one of the Indians 
to sweep the church and blow the Conch. The schoolhouse 
\ 
was built on the east side of the town, near the dwelling 
of Konkapot. It was crude and covered with bark, but 
evidentally a sizable structure, for by the end of 173& 
3 
there appears to have been at least forty scholars. 
First Lessons — The Indians were taught short prayers 
from the Bible and explanations of the work of creation, 
(2) Jones, Electa F., op. cit., p. 59. 
(3) Sergeant, John, Letter to Doctor Colman of 
Boston, Massachusetts. 
-17- 
providence and redemption, the latter being given in 
both Indian and English. Singing was also one of the 
first courses utilized, for Mr. Sergeant’s records state 
that they (the Indians) excelled in singing. 
In the fall of 173& the Indians left their little 
settlement and went off into the woods to again take ad¬ 
vantage of the sugar season. Accordingly, Mr. Sergeant 
and Mr. Woodbridge accompanied them so that they could 
continue to instruct and also learn the language. Here 
devotions were held early in the morning and each evening 
when the labors of the day were over, Mr. Woodbridge con¬ 
tinuing to instruct them. 
In the following spring the Indians returned from 
their sugar camp. Both Mr. Sergeant and Mr. Woodbridge 
had now almost perfectly mastered the Indian tongue and 
the marriage ceremony was translated into the native 
language. By the following fall, John Sergeant was entirely 
independent of an interpreter. It was not, however, until 
some ten years later that the Indians were able to forget 
their native tongue and speak English freely and correctly. 
The Mission Work Spreads to Other Tribes — News of 
the new education which was opened up for the Stockbridge 
tribe was soon relayed to the surrounding territories 
and members from Wukhquautenauk in the highlands of 
Connecticut, sometimes traveled a distance of thirty miles 
-18- 
to hear the message from God. The Shawanoos on the 
Susquehannah, who were brothers to the Stockbridge Indians, 
were also notified by the Indians themselves and through 
the interest and efforts of Mr. Brainard in correspondence 
with Mr. Sergeant, the Delawares were later on introduced 
to an educational system.^- 
Arrival of English Families -- Pour English families 
joined John Sergeant and Timothy Woodbridge in 1737, namely 
Ephraim Williams of Newton, Ephraim Brown of Watertown, 
Josiah Jones of Weston, and Joseph Woodbridge, the brother 
of Timothy, who came from West Springfield. They all 
settled themselves to the north of the township, while 
Mr. Sergeant remained among the Indians at the western 
extremity of the village. 
It was evident now that the mission in Stockbridge 
was to grow, and Mr. Sergeant put forth every effort pos¬ 
sible along with the able assistance of Mr. Woodbridge. 
Interest also seemed to increase in London through the 
Boston Society for the Propogation of the Gospel in Foreign 
Parts. Mr. Sergeant started to receive letters of en¬ 
couragement from Dr. Colman in Cambridge, who was minister 
there, and who became the connecting link between the 
Stockbridge Indians and the fashionable London society. 
Reverend Colman had spent some years in England and was 
(4) Jones, Electa F., op. cit., p. 68. 
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well acquainted with sympathetic supportors of the 
Indians in the new world. Consequently, many presents 
of books and letters of advice on how to deal with the 
heathen in their native haunt reached Mr. Sergeant either 
directly or indirectly through Dr. Colman. Mr. Sergeant 
then feeling the obligation for a definite plan and system 
in his work, corresponded frequently with Reverend Colman 
regarding what he had already done and what he hoped to 
9 
accomplish among the Indians. 
Educational Philosophy of the Mission — John Sergeant’s 
designs for the educational training of Indians was to change 
their whole habit of thinking and acting, and to bring them 
to a civil, industrious and polished people. At the same 
time, he desired to leave with them, a lasting impression 
in the principles of virtue and piety, and perhaps above 
all, to induce the English language among them instead of 
v- 
their own imperfect dialect. 
From the slow and confining conditions under which 
both he and Mr. Woodbridge labored during the first few 
years in Stockbridge, Mr. Sergeant’s ideals gradually 
started to take shape. He was desirous of additional land 
for a school which would house a number of children between 
the ages of ten and twenty and to have them under the direction 
of two masters. One master was to take over during the hours 
(5) Sergeant, John, Proposed Educational System 
-20- 
of labor in the fields, -which would be necessary for their 
own maintenance, and the other naster would instruct during 
the hours of study. His intent in this nethod was, that 
by spending their tine between study and labor, that one 
would tecone the diversion of the ether. To lay the founda- 
/ 
tion and support tris design incurred a great expense, and 
Hr. Sergeant relied soly upon generous donations and the 
Providence of lod. 
Though no nention is nade of a democratic educational 
system at this first start in hr. Sergeant1s schools, it 
seens almost certain that he had that philosophy instilled 
within hiir, for his model school which was in operation 
either late in i~39 or early in 1~_9, had between forty 
and fifty pupils of Indians and white children from the 
families of the early settlers. A note taken from the 
Boston Post Boy under the date of September 3, 1739 by a 
Boston writer states, "1 lately visited ny friends in 
Stockbridge and was well pleased to find the Indians so 
improved. 1 saw several young women sewing, hut I was 
especially gratified to find them so improved in learning. 
Several of then have made good proficiency and can read in 
their Bibles and some can write a good hand.”"' from Mr. 
Sergeant*s letters to Mr. C cin an in Boston, it was hinted 
that the former believed in education for both sexes, for 
(6) Jones, Ejecta ?., History of Stockbridge. p. 61. 
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he seemed to feel that in this way there would be a 
natural tendency to improve each other more easily and 
successfully. 
It was a difficult task, however, for Mr. Sergeant 
to run this, his first boarding school, and after the 
first year in this endeavor he prevailed upon several of 
the boys to go from Stockbridge and reside with gentle¬ 
men who would devote attention to their improvement. 
Apparently at least one Indian boy went as far as Long- 
meadow and resided with Dr. Stephen Williams who offered 
his services to the Stockbridge missions. The enthusiam 
even spread as far as England, and an attempt was made 
for girls to board with families abroad, but the girls 
were discontented and returned home. An encouraging 
factor, nevertheless, was the financial support still 
existing from the English Society interested in the ad¬ 
vancement of the Indian Mission. Mr. Isaac Hollis of 
England, who was the nephew to Thomas Hollis, Esq., the 
great benefactor to Harvard College, sent one hundred 
pounds for the support and continuation of the school and 
later endowed the school with twenty pounds annually. 
Soon after this donation, Samuel Holden, Esq., of London, 
also presented one hundred pounds to the Mission.^ in re¬ 
sponse to these generous offerings, Mr. Sergeant communicated 
(7) Jones, Electa F., op. cit., p. 232. 
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with Mr. Hollis, either directly or indirectly through 
Dr. Colman in Eoston, and apparently allocated the funds 
to the wishes of Mr. Hollis. Further gratification for 
the endowment was shown by Mr. Sergeant when he gave to 
his school the name of "The Hollis Boarding School.w 
Public Opinion Penetrates Education — Money was not 
the only difficulty to combat in this new education, however, 
as the Indians were a difficult people to reform and public 
opinion scorned such a foolish endeavor as Mr. Sergeant 
was undertaking, feeling that he had some self-interest in 
mind. In ai swer to this, Mr. Sergeant expressed to Dr. 
Colman that his sincere and humble designs be made known 
through a Boston publication. On the other hand, to insure 
the success of his work in his school, it was necessary to 
have discipline as strict as the pupils would bear. Mr. 
Sergeant was aware that his scholars neither had nor knew 
of anything like government among themselves and had an 
aversion to everything that restrained their liberty. 
Whether or not Mr. Sergeant’s intentions were published is 
not known, and the degree of strictness within the school 
receives no. further mention. The fact that the Hollis school 
continued in a scholarly manner and that no further evidences 
of adverse public criticism hindered the Mission’s progress 
would seem to at least merit a moral victory to Mr. Sergeant. 
The Hollis School — The two main courses taught in the 
Hollis school may perhaps be generalized into training the 
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boys for farming and the girls for housekeeping. In short, 
it was a male and female manual labor school, the former 
believed to be the first agricultural school in America. 
In the spring of 174-3, Mr. Sergeant made a report 
which was to be forwarded to Mr. Hollis, giving a parti¬ 
cular account of the laying out of his money for the 
maintenance of his boys and of the methods he had used 
for cultivating humanity. The school had accomplished 
the introduction of the English tongue and manners among 
the Indians and had lead to their proficiency in Knowledge, 
Virtue and Piety. Mention is made of one pupil in parti¬ 
cular who had made extraordinary progress and was not only 
able to help Mr. Sergeant in instructing, but also assisted 
in translations from the Scripture. Mr. Sergeant seemed 
confident that this young Indian was even qualified to keep 
school among his countrymen and would, perhaps within a 
few more years, be fit to be a preacher of the Gospel to 
them. It appears that a few of the other boys were also 
serviceable in helping to improve the rest of the Indians 
in Knowledge and Virtue and that practically all had over¬ 
come their jealousies and suspicions, readily accepting the 
g 
instruction which was ofi'ered them. Mr. Sergeant’s trust 
in Divine Providence and his gratefulness to Mr. Hollis 
were without bounds. No doubt the keynote to the beginning 
(8) Sergeant, John, Letter to Mr. Hollis. Esq.. London. 
England. 
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of an educational system rested on the word "piety" of 
one man, who had so little for himself and gave so much 
to others. 
Last Changes and Advancements Under John Sergeant -- 
The Indians had built the first school in Stockbridge 
themselves in 1737. Governor Belcher, however, faithfully 
kept his promise to erect a suitable school house, known 
as the "Governor’s School", which was completed in about 
174-0• After the French and Indian War in 1763, this school 
was drawn from its original site to the west side of the 
village and was frequently used as a house of worship and 
meeting house for all English families and Indians who 
were freeholders and qualified to vote in the affairs of 
9 
the town according to law. 
By 174-9, Mr. Sergeant’s school had grown in numbers 
to approximately fifty-five scholars. A committee com¬ 
prised of Colonel John Stoddard, Colonel Porter, Major 
Israel Williams, Olive Partridge, Esq., Reverend Jonathan 
Edwards, and Reverend Dr. Williams were chosen as trustees 
of the school, and were to receive and disburse funds which 
might be collected from home and abroad.^ The English 
inhabitants of Stockbridge seemed pleased with the progress 
the school was making and presumably the first subscription 
(9) Town Records of Stockbridge, Massachusetts. 
1739-1760, p. 18. 
(10) Sergeant, John, op. cit. 
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l*or the support of this education was taken up on Thanks¬ 
giving Day of that year and amounted to one hundred and 
fifteen pounds, ten shillings. 
The Death of John Sergeant -- A great blow befell the 
community later that same year, however as John Sergeant was 
taken ill with fever and died. It was this same winter that 
Mr. Sergeant had planned to visit the Indians of the Six 
Nations in New York and prevail upon them to send their 
children to his school. In the meantime, while a successor 
was saught to replace Mr. Sergeant, Mr. Woodbridge continued 
the school. The original plan to invite other tribes to come 
to Stockbridge for education was carried out the following 
year and approximately ninety members from the Mohawks and 
Oneidas accented and resided for the winter in Stockbridge, 
along with their noted Chief Hendrick. Jonathan Edwards, 
who was now serving as one of the trustees to the Stockbridge 
school and a former tutor at Yale, was recommended as the 
most likely candidate to succeed John Sergeant. He accpeted 
this position in 1750, the same year that the visiting Indian 
tribes had come to attend the school. Mr. Edwards did not 
take up permanent residence until the following year however, 
and it seems that the other members serving on the committee 
lived too distant from Stockbridge for the successful opera¬ 
tion of the school. Consequently, there was dissatisfaction 
among the newcomers to the school, and they stayed no longer 
than the one winter. 
-26- 
The Mission Under Mr. Edwards — Jonathan Edwards 
was thought by some to have been the greatest theologian 
this country had ever produced up to this time. Unfortu¬ 
nately, the church records of Mr. Edwards were never found 
after his death, and definite strides during his stay, par- 
/ 
ticularly of the Hollis School, cannot be made. It is 
supposed, however, that progress was not quite as rapid as 
previously, chiefly for two reasons. First, Mr. Edwards 
was more devotedly a preacher rather than a teacher, and a 
simple statement which reveals that he would not attempt 
to learn the Indian language, believing it better for the 
Indians to learn the English, hints that he was not to 
become quite as close to his people as was Mr. Sergeant. 
Secondly, the outbreak of the French War of 1755 played a 
great deal of havoc aid distress among the settlers of 
Stockbridge. 
Nevertheless, the efforts of the Hollis School did not 
die from the disruption of troubled times. In 1756, twelve 
of Mr. Sergeant’s boys were boarding out in Connecticut and 
were reported to be making good progress with their studies. 
As early as 1739, John Konkapot and Aaron Umpachene were 
both serving as selectmen, and within the town itself, all 
town offices were becoming shared with the Indians.^ 
Some time later, fourteen scholars from the Stockbridge 
(11) Town Records of Stockbridge, Massachusetts. 
1739-1760, p. 35. 
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School went on to receive a classical education at 
Dartmouth, which was founded by Eleazar Wheelock, who was 
IP then a missionary to the Indians in New Hampshire, From 
the communications written by these Indians attending 
Dartmouth, it is evident that two of the outstanding pupils 
were Peter Pohquonnopeet and John Konkapot of Stockbridge, 
the latter being either the son or grandson of the Stock- 
bridge Chief, 
The eagerness with which the Indians had sought to 
continue their education and the purpose of their struggle 
is somewhat revealed in a letter from the Indian parent, 
David Towsey to Eleazar Wheelock, in which he expresses the 
desire for his sons to become, "the profits of governing 
both nations."'^ This unexplained quotation is undoubtedly 
meant to mean, that the Indians desired to rule not only 
their own people, but also the Whites, 
Indian Girls Boarding School -- At about the time that 
the Indian boys were doing so well with their educational 
attempts, Elisha Williams arrived from London where he had 
recently been appointed a member of the governing board of 
the Society for the Propogation of the Gospel in Foreign 
Parts, Under the fomidable power this gave him, he in¬ 
stantly founded an Indian Girls Boarding School with Mr. 
Sergeant's widow as head mistress, 
(12) McCallum, James D., Letters of Eleazar Wheelock's 
Indians, Chapter III, 
(13) Ibid, Chapter III. 
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Mr. Edwards Becomes President of Princeton College -- 
Mr. Edwards continued to work within his Mission until 
1758 when he accepted the Presidency of Princeton College. 
During his missionary work in Stockbridge, he had been 
termed an excellent preacher and deligent scholar, as much 
of his time was spent in writing. By 1755 he had published 
a treatise on the ’’Freedom of the Will” and had also com¬ 
pleted two other works, ’’God’s End in Creation” and ’’The 
Nature of Virtue.”’*’^’ No doubt his effectiveness was far 
beyond the stipen offered for so difficult a task as he 
encountered in Stockbridge. Some indication of the exist¬ 
ing conditions beyond those of teaching the Indians are 
shown from town reports: ’’Voted that the Rev. M. Jon 
Edwards be decided to setle and work the ministry in this 
town.” ’’Voted that the English Inhabitants of the town 
will give the Rev. M. Jon six pounds - fourteen s. - four 
pence pr year Lawful Mone in case he setle with them in 
the work of the ministry.” ’’Voted that the Indian and 
English Inhabitants of sd town will give an. one hundred 
slay loads of firewood for the Rev. M. Jon Edwards annually 
and carry it to his dwelling house in Stockbridge in cas he 
setle with them in the work of the ministry, ( that is to 
say, the Indians give eighty loads and the English Twenty.)”^ 
(lij.) Jones, Electa F., History of Stockbridge. p. 156. 
(15) Town Records of Stockbridge, Massachusetts. 
1739-1760, p. 37. 
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Stephen West New Pastor -- In 1759, the year after 
Mr. Edward’s departure, the Reverend Stephen West was 
appointed as pastor to the Stockbridge Missions. Mr. West 
was descended from Francis West who emigrated from England 
in the early Colony days and settled in Connecticut. He, 
like his predecessors, had graduated from Yale and was now 
a well-known student of theology. Mr. West is recorded to 
have been a very methodical man, both in his manners and 
preaching. He established a small theological school 
which he conducted for around thirty years, along with his 
pastoral work. During this time, one or two of the Indian 
students who had graduated from Dartmouth returned and took 
over the instruction in the school among their own people. 
Town Appropriation for English School -- In 17 60, six 
pounds, ten shillings were voted by the town of Stockbridge 
to be appropriated for the establishment of an English 
School. Again in 1762, twenty pounds were appropriated 
to the English school, and a committee was set up to take 
charge.^ The following year, the selectmen were ordered 
to take charge of the same, and procure a teacher with an¬ 
other appropriation of thirty pounds. These sums were to 
support the school as long as they held out and at first, 
probably paid a teacher but part of a year. 
In 17&4, two school houses were ordered to be built, 
(16) Town Records of Stockbridge, Massachusetts. 
1760-1807, p. 5. 
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one near the home of a Samuel Brown for the north dis¬ 
trict, and the other on the Plain, for those living in 
that location. These schools were for the English in- 
habitants. 1 It is possible to assume that up to this 
time, the children of the English inhabitants were still 
attending school with the Indians. Further stipulations 
were given from the order of this town meeting, namely, 
that the school near the residence of Deacon Brown "also 
be erected as near to the meeting house as may be judged 
convenient.” "The building to be twenty feet square and 
1 ft 
a suitable length."±u Twenty-eight pounds were appro¬ 
priated for its support. 
A few years later, the school building near the home 
of Deacon Brown was moved to another site, but due to its 
original location, it continued to be referred to as the 
"Brown School." By 1774* the sum for the support of schools 
was over fifty pounds and a committee of three had also 
been chosen with the responsibility of visiting the schools. 
In 1775, Reverend West resigned the care of the Indians, 
although he continued on with his other duties as pastor. 
He unquestionable continued his scholarly work, after being 
relieved of the Indian mission, for in 1792 he received 
from Dartmouth College the degree of Doctor of Divinity. 
(17) Town Records of Stockbridge, Massachusetts. 
1760-1807, p. 19. 
(18) Ibid, p. 20. 
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The following year, at the founding of Williams College, 
Mr. West was chosen as one of the trustees and also Vice 
President, which office he held until age obliged him to 
resign in 1812. 
Annual School Appropriations and First Districts — 
/ 
The town of Stockbridge had now very willingly and suc¬ 
cessfully accepted the responsibility of education among 
themselves. Indeed, they continued to seek the best for 
leaders within their schools and the recognized expense 
was handled at a town meeting in 1767, when it was voted 
that nsums for the support of the schools shall become a 
yearly appropriation.Several years later the town 
voted that the inhabitants in the easterly part of the 
town, between the Lee line, have their own school district 
20 
which was to be called the Bradley District. 
At the close of the century, two other school houses 
were built, one at the south end of the town, in which Mrs. 
Jemima Nicholson, a sister of the Woodbridges, taught 
small children a part of the year. The other school, which 
was located only in terms of its nearness to a certain 
resident of that time, is significant in that it was, for 
a time, under the instruction of John Kirkland. Mr. Kirkland, 
(19) Town Records of Stockbridge, Massachusetts. 
1760-1807, p. 42. 
(20) Ibid, p. 24O. 
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though not born in Stockbridge, came to the village with 
his family as a small boy and was educated in the Stockbridge 
schools. Some time after, having served as a teacher in 
these schools, he became President of Harvard College. It 
was during Mr. Kirkland’s term as President that Harvard 
21 College became a University. 
Changing Trends in Education — Prom what can be 
gathered, the type of education was changing from the 
religious and manual aspects first found in the Hollis 
School, and was now intermingling various forms of etiquette 
to produce effect. The great effort of the school in which 
Mr. Kirkland taught seemed to be politeness and spelling. 
The Hollis school was now presumable turned over to a 
school for girls, as Miss Donnelly, who was the second wife 
of Mr. Kirkland, was currently teaching there and there is 
an indication that the main subject taught in her school 
was sewing. In 1799 the Academy made its appearance in 
Stockbridge, when a two story building was erected on Elm 
Street where the present Stockbridge Fire House stands. 
The Academy curriculum consisted largely of spelling and 
politeness and for some years thereafter, was the leading 
22 
school of the town. 
(21) Dictionary of American Biography. 193&. Vol. X, 
p. 431. 




UNIFYING THE EDUCATIONAL SYSTEM 
Procedure for Supporting Schools — At the turn of 
the century, the inhabitants of Stockbridge felt the neces¬ 
sity for a general plan for operating a vastly expanding 
educational system. In an attempt to cope with the number 
of schools which had sprung up, the citizens voted at a 
regular town meeting in l8o£, that a uniformity of books 
be used in the several school districts,^ Two years later 
at another annual meeting of the town, it was voted that 
a list of scholars be made out and delivered to the select¬ 
men on or before the first Monday in September of each year, 
and that such lists specify the number of scholars in each 
district. Schools failing to comply with this new ruling 
were to forfeit twenty per cent of the appropriation which 
would otherwise be granted by the town for their support. 
Along with the interest which the town showed in 
their equalizing and systematizing the operation of the 
several school districts, it also extended a means of 
gratifying individual pupils toward and for their scholarly 
endeavors. It was voted in 1808 that from the sum appro¬ 
priated each year for the support of the schools, ten dollars 
would be bestowed upon the scholars in the several districts 
who had made the greatest proficiency in learning. In 1826, 
2 
this sum was increased to twenty dollars. 
(1) Town Records of Stockbridge, Massachusetts. 
1760-1807, p. 421. 
(2) Town Records of Stockbridge, Massachusetts. 
1807-1832, pp. 13 and 279. 
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The Academy — The Stockbridge Academy was incor¬ 
porated in 1828 and though separate in nature from the 
elementary school, for a time they both shared the same 
building. Quite probably Electa Jones, who is largely re¬ 
sponsible for the preservation of a great deal of the 
history of Stockbridge through her writings, attended the 
Stockbridge Academy, for a school committee report of 1827 
3 
shows that: 
nThe following books have been fur¬ 
nished the scholars ... for which no 
pay has been received.” 
Nan e Book Price 
Electa Jones "Popular Lesson" .44 
The Academy, like other academies which were starting 
to appear in greater numbers throughout the country, was a 
semi-private school established to take care of secondary 
education. It was not run for a profit, but in the in¬ 
terest of the community and it was intended that only the 
brightest child attend; the boys at least must be preparing 
for college. If pupils were recommended by their elementary 
teacher, or were otherwise thought desirable and yet could 
not raise the tuition fee, such an expense was frequently 
defrayed either as a gift or a loan from wealthier members 
in the community. No record appears for the early cost of 
attending the Stockbridge Academy, but some comparison may 
(3) School Committee Report of 1827, Stockbridge, 
Massachusetts, p. 9. 
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be made with the nearby Lenox Academy, which was con¬ 
sidered one of the more expensive. During this same 
period, the cost to attend the Lenox Academy was seven 
dollars for a term of fourteen weeks.^ The fees for 
administration were trifling, and the minister or teacher, 
like everyone else, expected to do some subsistence farm¬ 
ing, asking only for a salary that would take care of a 
few extras. 
Stockbridge Academy Preceptor -- Jared Curtis, who had 
been teaching in one of the elementary schools in the village 
known then as a ’’select school”, was chosen Preceptor of the 
£ 
Stockbridge Academy. One lecture room was used by Mr. 
Curtis until the number of students so increased that he 
employed an assistant. Miss Frances E. Jones. Miss Jones, 
however, later left the Academy to establish a separate 
school for children and young ladies and soon after her 
departure Mr. Curtis gave up his instructing to study 
theology. 
Mr. Curtis was immediately replaced by Mr. Jonathan 
Cutler and subsequently by Mark Hopkins. After the depar¬ 
ture of Mr. Hopkins, funds were raised for a new Academy. 
(Ij.) Jones, Electa F., History of Stockbridge, p. 20. 
(5) Ibid. p. 20. 
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An Era of Schools — In I8I4-O, Mr. Edward Canning, who 
1 1* 
had been teaching in Wheeling, West Virginia, took charge 
of the new Academy. At this time, the enrollment seemed 
to approach about forty pupils per term. During this same 
time, Reverend Noah Sheldon, a deacon in Stockbridge, was 
running a boarding school for boys and girls In the village 
and another similar school was taught by Reverend Samuel 
P. Parker. Miss Charlotte Whitney was still carrying on 
a school for children in her own home which she had started 
back in 1827. With the able assistance of Miss Lucy Atwater, 
Miss Whitney’s school was very popular and was only to be 
broken up by the marriage of the teacher in l81|_l. Mr. 
Marshall Warner, who served a term at teaching in the 
Academy, established a fourth boarding school in the west 
part of town around l81|0, and Mr. Henry Carter established 
one in the village in the fall of the same year. In the 
spring of l85l, another school was commenced under the 
direction of Mr. F. Fowler. Apparently the fad for so many 
of these boarding schools was short lived, for a footnote 
from Electa Jones’ ’’History of Stockbridge”, states ’’The 
n 
last of these closed during the year l85l.” Exactly which 
ones and how many this statement makes reference to is not 
known. 
(7) Jones, Electa F., op. cit., p. 232. 
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Possibly a town ordinance in 1835 was the cause 
and intermittently the effect of many of these schools, 
for it stated that "the money appropriated for the several 
school districts be divided as follows: ’one-third of it 
equally among the several school districts, and the other 
two-thirds among the several school districts in proportion 
lt8 
to tne number of children in same.' 
The Academy, nevertheless, continued to predominate 
at Stockbridge as the main institution of learning and had 
been supplied by the town with the following adopted text- 
books for general use: "Childs Guide", "Popular Lessons", 
and "America’s First Clef Book"; for spelling, "Tower’s 
Spelling Book", (revised edition of 1839), and "Smith’s 
Grammar"; for arithmetic, "Colleurus’ First Lessons", 
"Colleurus’ Sequel", and "Colleurus" Algebra; for geography, 
a book by Olney; and to round out the curriculum, a book 
9 
on philosophy by Comstock. 
The Cyrus Williams’ Fund — Mr. Cyrus Williams, who 
lived in Stockbridge, had come to town with his family in 
1778. He had grown up in the community and later ran a 
profitable business in the village. In l8i|l, Mr. Williams 
left a fund to the Stockbridge Academy in the amount of 
(8) Town Records of Stockbridge, Massachusetts. 
1832-1867, p. 13. 
(9) Ibid, p. 279 
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three thousand dollars. This fund was to be used for the 
tuition of such pupils as might be recommended by the 
principal, the school committee, or the pastor of the 
village church. Shortly after, in gratification of the 
accepted fund, it was voted that the Stockbridge Academy 
would be called Williams Academy. 
Further trends toward classical education -- Between 
the years of lS50 and i860, Mr. George P. Bradley ran the 
Brook-Side Seminary in Stockbridge with he himself as prin 
cipal. This school, catering strictly to boys, was a few 
miles north of the township, the present location being 
the "Christmas Tree Inn". Also referred to as "A Select 
Family School", the terms during the year were divided 
into two sessions of five months each. Tuition was 
two hundred and fifty dollars per year. Besides being 
of an industrious character, physical requisites for each 
pupil were to have a napkin ring, a silver fork, and all 
clothes distinctly marked. Presumably the school offered 
a classical education, for it is noted that drawing, music 
and French could be studied under reputable instructors 
at extra charge.’*’^ 
Another seemingly popular school for boys was the 
Edward Place School, or Berkshire Family School, Edward 
Place, which was in existence in Stockbridge between 
1868. 
(10) Brook-Side Seminary Announcement, September, 
1855 and l8?2. Principals of this school were, Jared 
Reid, Jr., who was a graduate of Yale, and Ferdinand 
Hoffman from the University of Eerlin. Daily school re¬ 
cords list the subjects taught as: composition, declama¬ 
tion, mythology, French, German, Greek, Latin, history, 
mathematics, music, natural science, and spelling. An 
anecdotal account was also scribed to the record of each 
individual pupil. It would appear that possibly the 
languages of French, Greek and German were optional, for 
several of the students received no marks for one or all 
of these subjects, while maintaining grades in each of the 
others. For the first time on record, the Edward Place 
School is shown to have included at least one extra¬ 
curricular activity in their program, namely the Edward 
Place Base Ball Club. A list of players on the first and 
second teams of nine men each is given on their only 
r/o 11 
available announcement for the year of 1868. 
Owen Prizes for Williams Academy — A gift from the 
will of the Honorable Charles M. Owen was bequeathed to 
the Stockbridge school in 1875, in the form of an annual 
premium on fifteen shares of Stockbridge and Pittsfield 
Railroad stock. Mr. Owen was prominent in and around 
Stockbridge during the first half of the nineteenth cen¬ 
tury, having first formed a partnership with Mr. Hulburt 
(11) Edward Place School Journal. 1868. 
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in South Lee, where they ran the paper mill. Later, Mr. 
Owen ran his own paper mill in Risingdale. He was also 
the first President of the Stockbridge Library and served 
for a number of years as President of the Housatonic 
National Bank in Stockbridge. The money derived from 
this gift became known as the ’’Owen Prizes” and from the 
year the premium was donated, they have been awarded 
annually, as stipulated in Mr. Owen’s will, ”to deserving 
12 pupils in the public schools.” 
A Break-down of the Districts -- In 1866 the town 
voted that the district school system be abolished, and 
that a committee of four be added to the existing com¬ 
mittee for the purpose of carrying out this vote. The 
committee was given the authority to make such arrange¬ 
ments with the Trustees of the Williams Academy as should 
be needed in order to secure a High School. Twenty-five 
hundred dollars was appropriated that year for the support 
of the schools and so much of that money as the committee 
needed, not exceeding eight hundred dollars, was to be 
1*3 
used in establishing plans for a high school. J It was 
also apparent at this time that one building could not 
accommodate all who wished to attend, and the distances 
(12) Canning, E.W.B., History of Berkshire County. 
”Town of Stockbridge”, Vol. II, Chap ter XXX, p. 5>92• 
(13) Town Records of Stockbridge, Massachusetts, 
op. cit., p. 423. 
from the supporting communities of Curtisville, (now 
Interlaken), and Glendale were too great. Consequently, 
in 1868, a school was erected in Glendale and in 1871, 
one in Curtisville. Having erected these schools, the 
town further appropriated ten thousand dollars for the 
purpose of building a new school in Stockbridge. The site 
chosen is the san e as that of the present school building 
and was then occupied by the Williams Academy. Through 
arrangements with the Trustees of Williams Academy, so 
that there would be no disruption in the Williams fund, 
the new school was to maintain the name of its benefactor, 
lk 
Cyrus Williams. 
An Advanced Philosophy of Education — Definite strides 
were now being made in the educational process in an attempt 
to create a more desirable learning situation, develop in 
particular the rhetorical powers of the students, and to 
open appreciable vents for the individual. The new high 
school was, no doubt, more conducive to both pupils and 
teachers, and for the first time within the schools, a 
definite course of music was adopted. Other specifications 
were, that exercises in reading, spelling and penmanship 
be practiced throughout the entire course, and that ex¬ 
ercises in declamation and composition be successfully 
carried on during the sophomore, junior and senior years. 
(Ik) Town Records of Stockbridge, Massachusetts. 
1667-1896, p. 67. 
(15) School Committee Report of Stockbridge, Mass¬ 
achusetts, 188k. p. 17. 
Though there seem to be no cases reported, the town 
further adopted such bylaws as would be deemed expedient 
concerning the care and education of neglected children. 
Also, in consideration of travelling difficulties, parti¬ 
cularly for those children in outlying areas, suitable 
conveyances were voted to be provided during the winter 
months. ^ 
The Last of the Boarding Schools — At the turn of 
the century. Miss Adele Brewer conducted a school for 
young ladies between the ages of four and fifteen. The 
school was located at Hillside, a house she shared with 
her sister, Miss Enelia Brewer, on Yale Hill. Miss Alice 
Byington, daughter of Judge Byington of Stockbridge, lived 
with the Brewers, and the three women together conducted 
17 the last boarding school in Stockbridge. Here the 
children marched into the classroom to a martial air 
played by a Swiss music box and formally bowed to Miss 
Brewer before taking their places. Fractions were taught 
with pins on Miss Enelia’s bed, themes were copied in a 
blank book, and a great deal of motorization of poetry 
was included during the day. Reading from the Bible was 
still maintained as an essential part of the educational 
training, and mastering the English language without 
-i D 
grammatical slips was instilled in every subject. 
(16) Town Records of Stockbridge, Massachusetts, 
op. cit., p. 217. 
(17) Sedgwick, et al, Stockbridge. A Chronicle, p. 259. 
(18) Field, Elizabeth, A Stockbridge Childhood, p. 3&. 
Academy Program of 1885 — The Academy was carrying 
on a little more intensive course of study during this 
19 
same period than previously, as is shown in Table I. 
TABLE I 
Williams Academy Course of Study in 1885 
English Math. Science Latin Greek 
1st 






































I and III 
In this program, Latin was taken for science after 
the first year, Greek was to take the place of English 
after the second year. No pupil, however, was allowed to 
go on with the Latin course if, after the first year, he or 
she did not show satisfactory progress with English grammar. 
(19) School Committee Report of Stockbridge, Mass¬ 
achusetts, 1885, p.23. 
Further Requirements Made by the State -- The Common- 
seal th of Massachusetts enacted a law in the year 1885, 
further requiring physiology and hygiene to be taught with 
reference tothe effects of alcholic drinks, stimulants 
and narcotics on the human system. The Academy was, of 
i 
its own nature, already complying to the request for the 
former subject. This new law seems to be one oi the 
earliest indications of State control within the schools, 
although on the other hand, Stockbridge had received in 
compensation, state funds dating back to the time of John 
Sergeant and the establishment of a Government school by 
Governor Belcher. Of course, the trend was to definitely 
maintain free schools at the least possible expense. 
Taxpayers were now furnishing books, which expense had 
formerly been the duty of the individual parents. Each 
pupil was also furnished with slates, pens, and pencils 
20 
at the cost of about one dollar per year. 
Growth in Student Enrollment — The enrollment of the 
Stockbridge Academy, including both the elementary and 
high school classes, had grown to about three hundred 
< 
students. The increase, no doubt, started when education 
no longer became a direct expense to parents with large 
families. However, those with less aptitude were now 
faced with the grim task of competing with the most 
(20) School Committee Report of Stockbridge, Mass 
achusetts, 1885, p. 21. 
brilliant youths in the school, as well as struggling 
with such subjects as Greek and Latin. In order to com¬ 
pensate for a situation which could hardly be ignored, 
the Academy did attempt to modify their program at the 
end of the nineteenth century, so as to more satisfactorily 
21 
fit the capacities of the various children. Manual 
training, which was commonly used to mean the training of 
the hand, the eye and the brain to work in unison, was 
advanced as much as possible. Unfortunately, however, the 
only facilities available at the time were for drawing and 
sewing. 
The Glendale School —The schools in Glendale and 
Curtisville during this time had remained strictly as 
elementary schools, leaving the Stockbridge Academy open 
to students in those towns who desired to continue on 
with their education. The Glendale school was a two story 
structure with one room on each floor. Two teachers were 
employed to run the school, with grades one through four 
on the ground floor, and grades five through eight directly 
above. The three R’s were studied during a two session 
day, along with geography and history and two children 
usually worked together on a large wooden bench. The en- 
creased enrollment which was to later affect the Stockbridg 
Academy, also r eached Glendale, and at the turn of the 
(21) Town Report of Stockbridge, Massachusetts. 
1895, P- 14. 
century, an addition was grafted which then allowed two 
rooms on each floor. With this new addition, two more 
teachers were hired for the school and Latin was intro¬ 
duced into the course of study. The school more or less 
followed the instructional procedure of the Stockbridge 
school on into the twentieth century. In 1932, however, 
grades five through eight were discontinued and pupils 
of this level were transported to Stockbridge. Ten years 
later the town of Stockbridge decided that the cost of 
maintenance for such a small enrollment for four grades 
was too great and consequently the entire school was closed 
22 
and all pupils were taken into the Stockbridge system. 
The Curtisville School — The Curtisville school, 
which was established one year after the Glendale school, 
survived only until 1927. The school building, like 
Glendale, was also a two story structure, but the top 
floor was a Citizen's Hall, leaving the two ground floor 
rooms as classrooms. When the school opened, classes were 
held only for those of grammar school ability. It was not 
until about five years after that primary classes were in 
operation. Though there was a distinction between the 
grammar and the primary school, no class divisions were 
set up, mainly because there were insufficient children to 
justify separate classes. The school day and the subjects 
in Curtisville were practically the same as in Glendale, 
(22) Information obtained through the courtesy of 
Glendale residents. 
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with perhaps some additional emphasis on rhetorics. 
Textbooks were of no variety and were used until entirely 
worn out. The Curtisville school employed only one teacher 
most of the time, and apparently its smallness in student 
body was the reason for its early adoption into the Stock- 
23 
bridge school system. 
(23) Information obtained through the courtesy of 
Mrs. John Cooney, former resident of Interlaken and teacher 
in the Curtisville school. 
CHAPTER IV 




THE OUTGROWTH OP EARLY EDUCATION 
Meeting the Educational Demands — In 1899 it was 
found that the existing building was inadequate and un¬ 
sanitary for the ever increasing enrollment, and plans 
were made from time to time for its replacement. It was 
not until 1911, however, that the selectmen were authorized 
to accept the deed of the Williams Academy Trustees, con¬ 
veying the property to the town of Stockbridge. The 
following year, sixty thousand dollars was voted, to be 
raised partially through bonds or notes, for building a 
new school which was to be called Williams High School.^ 
Private subscriptions were given by several of the local 
wealthy inhabitants without obligation, although Mrs. 
Iasige, one of the donors, did request that her donation 
be used for the construction of a domestic science room 
and a manual training room within the building. This re¬ 
quest was carried out, and both courses were successfully 
put into operation after the completion of the building 
in 1914* 
Revamping the Curriculum -- The first part of the 
twentieth century witnessed somewhat of a renovation in 
the Stockbridge school system, which was more or less of 
a standard adaptation of high schools throughout the 
(1) Town Records of Stockbridge, Massachusetts. 
1696-1925, pp. 311-331. 
(2) Ibid, p. 444. 
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country aid not a great deal different from the present- 
day program. The physical growth of the school and the 
recognition of the individual needs of the pupils were 
perhaps the initial incentives for this step forward. 
The course of study had been modified, as may be observed 
from Table II. Greek was dropped entirely and such sub¬ 
jects as Latin, French, Physics, Bookkeeping and the 
secretarial courses were made electives. Music and 
’ , 3 
drawing were one period per week throughout the course. 
TABLE II 
Course of Study in Stockbridge High School in the year 1902 
Periods per week 
1st 2nd 3rd 4th 
Subjects year year year .. y«ar  
Literature . k 5 5 
Grammar (-J- 3 ear) . k 4 
Composition (J- year) ...... k k 
Algebra  5 
Latin ... 5 5 5 5 
Geography (J year)  5 
Botany (J year)  5 
Dictionary ... 1 
History .  k 5 
Geometry  • 5 
Physiology  5 
Arithmetic ... 5 
French  5 5 5 
Political Economy 5 
Bookkeeping .. 5 
Physics .  5 
Astronomy (-J- year) ...••••• 5 
Ethics .... 5 
Mathematics  5 
Stenography .. 5 
(3) School Committee Report of Stockbridge, Mass¬ 
achusetts, 1902, p. 27* 
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The school year at this time was divided into three 
terns, fall, winter, and spring; the first commencing 
around the first of September and then being divided as 
nearly as possible into thirds, closing the school year at 
the end of June. This system, though perhaps not greatly 
affecting the program, was changed in 1924 to a two term 
year. Without the breaks dividing the three terms, the 
school year was shortened thereafter by about two weeks.^ 
Cooking had now been added as a part of the manual training 
program and full time instructors were hired for music, 
5 
art and physical training. 
Interim -- No particular changes appear in the trend 
of education in Stockbridge up through the ’’twenties”. 
Slight modifications were made from time to time in the 
curriculum as a case demanded. The Stockbridge Public 
Library greatly contributed to the educational advancement 
of the school in 1934 when it donated five hundred books 
to the high school library. It was during this same year 
that, on behalf of the young citizens now growing up, that 
the Student Government Association was established within 
the school. This governing council of students was a new 
experience indeed, and a valuable one to complete a well- 
rounded education.^ 
(4) School Committee Report of Stockbridge, Mass¬ 
achusetts, 192-1, p. 3. 
(5) Ibid, pp. 19-29. 
(6) School Committee Report of Stockbridge, Mass¬ 
achusetts, 1934* P« 2?. 
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The Growth of a New Department — Ever complying 
with the desires of the community and recognizing and 
meeting the needs of the pupils to the utmost of the 
available facilities, the High School inaugurated in 1936, 
7 
a Vocational Agriculture Department. The Department not 
only operated during the school year, but also spent the 
summer on practical problems with the cooperation of the 
Berkshire Garden Center activities and Ip-H Garden Club 
work, all under the supervision of the agriculture teacher. 
The second year of this new course, the boys of the school 
showed an increased interest by swelling the initial en¬ 
rollment of sixteen to twenty-two members. It was during 
this sane year that thegroup was represented by judging 
teams at the Massachusetts State College, Interscholastic 
Judging Contests and various fairs. At the Essex County 
Fair in Topsfield, the boys won second and third places 
in dairy showmanship, third and fourth place ratings for 
the state in livestock judging. At the Eastern States 
Exposition, the same boys took first and second places 
in dairy showmanship in a contest among representatives 
from fourteen states. At the Massachusetts State College 
Contest on November 12 and 13, 1937, Williams High School 
was represented by teams in fruit judging, vegetable 
judging, and milk judging. The teams won first place 
(7) Town Report of Stockbridge, Massachusetts. 
1937, pp. 7-8. 
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in livestock judging, second pla.ce in milk judging in 
which they competed against teams from the entire state. 
The Agriculture Department has ever been expanding and has 
continued to credit its achievements as young farmers with 
prize judging and showmanship. 
American Red Cross -- Also introduced into the cur¬ 
riculum during the year of 1937, was a hygienic Red Cross 
course under the direction of the local chapter. Twelve 
girls in the high school completed the course and were 
awarded Red Cross certificates during the first year of 
. . 8 its operation. 
The Affect of Continued Growth — The school was now 
beginning to feel the confinement of its four walls with 
the admission of new courses, as well as the expansion of 
some courses already in operation. Consequently, and with 
further justification of looking ahead to the expected in¬ 
creased enrollment of a few years hence, a proposed plan 
for an addition to the school was submitted to the town 
for approval. With a traditional interest in education, 
the town approved the plan which was to include new class¬ 
rooms and gymnasium-auditorium space. This addition was 
9 
completed in 1939. 
The way was now open for a more extensive program 
in physical education, less crowded classroom situations, 
(8) Town Report of Stockbridge, Massachusetts, 
op. cit., p. 5. 
(9) Town Report of Stockbridge, Massachusetts. 
1939, p. 7. 
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and convenient available space for community interest 
programs, Parent-Teacher Association meetings, and other 
affiliated town and school projects. 
The War Effort — In 19^1, Williams High School, 
like all schools and colleges in the country, took its 
cue from a letter by the late President Franklin D. 
Roosevelt to the National Institute on ’’Education and 
the War”: ”Our schools, public and private, have always 
been molds in which we cast the life we wanted. Today 
what we all want is victory. We ask that every school 
house become a service center for the home front...” 
In gearing the curriculum of the Stockbridge school 
to the war, it was necessary to formulate some revisions 
within the present program. The ’’Victory Corps”, as it 
was termed, first started in the fall of 19i|0 and offered 
the school’s first defense course in auto-mechanics. 
Two years later, two other courses were conducted which 
enabled those boys who were in line for the Armed Services, 
to receive special classifications on the basis of this 
training. A course in farm machinery was set up for 
young men already out of school, and plans were made for 
a new course in tractor and truck repair, which was also 
open to women. The household arts classes cooperated 
with the school lunches, learning to make practical foods, 
and sewing classes expanded to the extent of making over 
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old clothes, knitting, and preparing items for the Red 
Cross and Bundles for America. Through the efforts of 
Mrs. Henry W. Dwight of Stockbridge, a special course in 
home nursing was inaugurated during the winter months for 
10 
senior classes. Another element in the secondary school 
program of the curricular conversion was the introduction 
of pre-flight courses in aeronautics.*^ This pre-flight 
training course was included in the regular physics course 
t 
with pupils requisites in Mathametics and science. 
The First Kindergarten -- Relaxing somewhat after 
the War, but still endeavoring to serve the community with 
its best efforts in education, the school opened its first 
12 
Kindergarten in the fail of 1947. The initial enrollment 
of fifteen was increased to twenty after the first month. 
Since that time, it has fluctuated only slightly as to the 
number of children, even to the present day. 
Attempted Liberal Arts College — Also in the fall 
of 1947 there was an attempt at education in Stockbridge 
on the other end of the'^adder". It looked as if high 
school graduates might continue on with a Liberal Arts 
training at a branch of St. John’s College, advocates of 
"One Hundred Great Books". A thirty-two room mansion 
(10) Town Report of Stockbridge, Massachusetts. 
1942, p. 6. 
(11) Ibid, p. 9. 
(12) Town Report of Stockbridge, Massachusetts. 
1947, P. 7. 
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on the outskirts of Stockbridge was purchased by the 
group and plans were made for the College’s opening late 
that same fall. Difficulties arose, however, forcing the 
abandonment of the plan and the school never opened to 
receive a single student.^ 
Modern Pioneers -- In 194-8 the Veterans Administra¬ 
tion, through its training specialist James Powers, pro¬ 
posed that Williams^High School serve the Western Mass¬ 
achusetts area for the farm training program to be made 
available to ex-service men interested in farming. The 
program called for fifty hours of class work, one hundred 
and fifty hours of individual instruction, and two hundred 
and fifty hours of home study a year. The entire course 
was financed by Federal funds, with Williams High School 
providing the space, instructors, and supervision.^ 
It was, indeed, a tribute to the Stockbridge school that 
that pioneer spark kindled by John Sergeant was still 
recognized as a burning symbol of leadership in American 
education. 
Education Today -- Williams High School today, with 
a bit of traditional influence, still offers its scholars 
(13) Berkshire Evening Eagle. August 5, 1947. 
(14) School Committee Report of Stockbridge, Mass¬ 
achusetts. 1948, P. 27. 
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both the advantage of preparing for further education, 
or the practical knowledge and experience to indulge in 
id 
occupational employment. ^ 
Extra-Curricular Activities -- Along with its growth 
in academic courses, Williams High School has also re¬ 
sponded to the need for extra-curricular activities within 
the school. Today, with its enrollment of approximately 
one hundred and fifty students, an extra-curricular pro¬ 
gram has been set up offering the maximum experience values 
based upon whole-hearted participation in those activities 
which have grown out of the life and interest of the school. 
The school has not attempted to create numerous activities 
in order to mimic larger schools in the area, but with 
careful guidance, they have established a simple program 
which may be termed as being as varied and comprehensive 
as its student body. However, where interests have changed 
and student impetus has lead to the organization of a new 
activity, the extra-curricular program has always been 
sufficiently flexible to meet and make the adjustment. 
All activities are open to the entire student body with 
certain requirements and standards in some instances, 
though none are beyond the reach of any high school pupil. 
With the Principal-Superintendent in charge of the program, 
teacher sponsors, from student selection, work with the 
(15) Williams High School Course of Study Program. 
1950 
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different organizations, and cooperatively, the entire 
program establishes not only a harmonious administration- 
pupil-teacher relationship, but also lives a little on a 
traditional idea of John Sergeant's of maintaining a 
balance between the two types of achievement in education. 
The limited, but well selected activities in the school 
have, beyond meeting the interests of the majority of the 
enrollment, more or less equally distributed the student 
body among the various organizations. Such a factor, 
probably due to the smallness of the school, tends to solve 
any difficulties of restricting membership in any one 
organization. Scheduling has been worked out with one 
activity period each week along with the frequent use of 
a lengthy lunch period. However, those organizations 
which demand extended time for meetings, are required to 
function after school hours. In financing all organiza¬ 
tions, a central treasurer is used under the direction of 
a faculty member, but each activity is allowed to handle 
funds within its organization before turning them over to 
the central fund. This gives each group some sense of re¬ 
sponsibility as well as practice in practical business 
affairs. The Administration, with definite goals in mind, 
allows the students to freely run their activities and 
only places a check on each by ocassionally sitting in on 
one of their meetings and offering suggestions or solutions 
to possible problems. 
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The main activities presently being conducted within 
the school are, first of all, the Literary Club. The 
Literary Club organizes and assembles a monthly publica¬ 
tion and a year book. In 1939 the organization gained 
particular literary merit by placing third in the Columbia 
National Scholastic School Paper Contest, sponsored by 
16 
Columbia University in New York. Another well patronized 
activity is the Dramatic Club. During the school year, 
this organization offers entertainment for assemblies and 
holiday programs and also produces one major work annually, 
which in particular, is open to the public. The athletic 
program conducted at Williams consists of baseball and 
basketball. Here a definite trend for qualification has 
been established, namely, good health and passing grades. 
For those wishing to participate in either of these two 
sports and unable to attain a position on the varsity 
squads, intramural teams are organized within the school 
to meet this desire and satisfaction. Girls basketball 
is also provided and is the only active sport for the girls. 
Closely allied with the girls basketball team, however, is 
the organization of cheerleaders which is supportingly 
active during the winter sports program. Williams High 
School combines with the extra-curricular program an 
organization of scholastic ability, known as the Pro Merito 
(16) Town Report of Stockbridge, Massachusetts. 
1939. p. 29. 
-61- 
Society. This organization is restricted to juniors 
and seniors in its membership, since elegibility requires 
an eighty-five per cent average in academic studies for 
a three year period. Although this organization is not 
active in the way an extra-curricular activity is, it does 
encourage the entire student body to strive for a certain 
degree of perfection in their studies, as well as develop¬ 
ing an intergrated personality. 
Size, through ail its years of. progress, does not 
seem to have affected the cooperative spirit of Stock- 
bridge education, nor has it placed a barricade against 
educational objectives where use has been made of those 
facilities, capacities and leadership which are available. 
I 
CHAPTER V 
PROMINENT FIGURES FROM STOCKBRIDGE 
CHAPTER V 
» 
PROMINENT FIGURES FROM STOCKBRIDGE 
Considering the size of Stockbridge, there have 
been an unusual number of men and women connected with 
its schools who have achieved remarkable success in their 
endeavors, and have left a lasting impact upon the world 
always to be reflected back to their childhood education. 
The fact that of the four members who composed the 
first graduating class at Williams College in 1795, 
namely Samuel Bishop, John Collins, Chauncey Lusk, and 
Dan Stone, all except John Collins were from Stockbridge, 
and he lived just over the line in Lenox.^ Such an early 
record unquestionably shows the ambition of the Stockbridge 
youths for greater things through advanced education. 
The Literary Field -- Of those who have been associated 
with the schools in Stockbridge, mention should be made of 
Miss Catherine Sedwick, whose life and letters gained re- 
i 
cognition of the highest intellects in this country and 
in foreign lands. Reverend Henry M. Field, Doctor of 
Divinity, was the editor of the Evangelist and author of 
many works of travel; William Pitt Palmer, who has written 
a great many hymns and poems, a great number of which have 
2 become popular; Mrs. Susan Teal Perry, a writer of poems 
and stories for children; Mr. Ralph Hoffman, whose scientific 
(1) Jones, Electa F., History of Stockbridge. p. 233* 
(2) The Berkshire Evening Eagle, Pittsfield, Mass¬ 
achusetts, "The Smack in School”, March 23, 1952. 
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researches into animal and plant life along with one of 
the professors at Harvard University, have been helpful 
in establishing present day phenomena in this field. 
The Business World -- Those graduates of the Stock- 
bridge schools who have attained marked success in the 
business world include, Cyrus West Field of world-wide 
repute. At the age of fifteen, he had gone to New York 
and taken a position as a clerk. A few years later, he 
was the Head of a large mercantile establishment in that 
city. It was while in this work that Mr. Field conceived 
the idea of stretching a cable across the Atlantic Ocean. 
Congress voted him a gold medal for the accomplishment 
of this feat and service to the world. At the Paris Ex¬ 
position, the highest prize given was conferred upon him 
for this distinguished service to mankind. 
v 
Stephen D. Field, an electrical engineer, was the 
first to apply dynamo-electric machines to the generation 
of electricity for the working of telegraph lines. He 
introduced it in the building of the Western Union Tele¬ 
graph Company in New York, thereby displacing sixty tons 
of batteries. He also invented an electric motor which 
antedates that of Edison in America, or of Liemens in 
Germany. After a careful investigation at the Patent 
Office, the patent was given to Mr. Field as being the 
first to introduce an instrument which is now used so 
3 
extensively. 
(3) Field Family File 
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Mr. H. W. Johns, who left Stockbridge to join in 
a business partnership with Mr. Manville has left his 
imprint all over the world in the form of products of the 
k 
Johns-Manville Corporation. 
Military Service — Brigader General Marcus P. Miller 
was one of the first to receive high military honors and 
distinction in service to his country. From Williams 
Academy, General Miller went to West Point and graduated 
in 1857. After a successful military career, he returned 
to live in Stockbridge and is credited with saying that, 
Mfor all the success and honor that I have gained in life, 
I am indebted to my teachers.” Other graduates of the 
Academy who placed high in the service of their country 
were. Colonel James Dwight, General Tom Holt, and Lieut¬ 
enant Charles Webster of the United States Navy. 
The Educational Field -- Stockbridge is particularly 
proud to have been favored with distinguished educators 
during her years of scholarly progress. After the first 
settlements got started under the teachings of John Sergeant 
and Timothy Woodbridge, Mr. Jonathan Edwards continued the 
education in Stockbridge for twenty-six years. From this 
post, Mr. Edwards went on to become the President of 
Princeton College in 1758. Following Mr. Edwards, was 
Stephen West who spent thirty-one years in Stockbridge 
(4) Johns, H. W., Letter to Stockbridge Memorial 
Committee. August 25, 1891. 
(5) Clough, Arthur J.r Collections of the Berkshire 
Historical and Scientific Society. Vol. Ill, No. 4, p. 3i|8. 
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before leaving to become Vice-President of Williams 
College. Miss Sarah Neal Curtis, a teacher in Stock- 
bridge departed to Illinois where she became superintendent 
of schools in that state. Mark Hopkins who was born in 
Stockbridge and spent much of his early life in the town, 
taught for a while in Stockbridge and was then elevated 
to the Presidency of Williams College. Mr. John Kirkland, 
a native of Stockbridge and educated in Stockbridge schools, 
taught in the town until he became President of Harvard 
College. In 1868 Henry E. Fairchild became the first 
president of Berea College in Kentucky, while his brother 
James Harris, after constituting the first freshman class 
of Oberlin College in Ohio, went on to become the President 
of that School. It is interesting to note, that the site 
of the home of the Fairchild’s in Stockbridge was the same 
as that chosen for the proposed Liberal Arts College some 
years later in 1947- 
Graduates in the Ministry — Several of the graduates 
of the Academy entered into the ministry. Among them were 
Reverend George A. Boynton; Reverend Henry M. Field, who 
had charge of the St. Louis and West Springfield diocese, 
but devoted the larger share of his time in journalism 
and writing books of biography, history and travel;Rev- 
erend I. A. Rogers who located in Hartford, Connecticut, 
(6) Swing, Atwood T., An Interesting History of 
Berea College, p. 
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Reverend Theodore L. Byington, and Reverend S. C. Hyde, 
Lawyers from Stockbridge — The legal profession has 
obtained some of its brightest lights from the same old 
institution. Stockbridge has had a unique record of 
having three Justices of the Supreme Court of the United 
States at one time, namely David Josiah Brewer, Henry 
Billings Brown, and Stephen Johnson Field, of which Mr. 
Willard L. King says, "was the best Supreme Court the 
country has ever had.” Also, Judge Theodore Sedgwick, 
who was interested in all things pertaining to Stockbridge 
and consequently its educational life, had the honor of 
being the first advocate of a suit for freedom brought 
Q 
by a slave under the Massachusetts Constitution of 1780. 
. Theodore Sedgwick, son of Judge Sedgwick, was a 
member of Legislation in 1821}. and 1825 and was an advocate 
of Free Trade, Temperance, and Anti-Slavery. He was also 
instrumental in passing a bill for commencing the first 
railroad across the mountains from Boston to Albany. 
David Dudly Field was one of the commissioners for 
codifying the laws of the state of New York in 1873 and 
presented his "Outlines of an International Code". In 
the same year he formed at Brussels, an International 
Association for the reform of codification of the laws 
(7) King Willard L., Chief Justices of the United 
Statest p. 19i|-. 
(8) Clough, Arthur J., op. cit., p. 3^4-9. 
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of nations and was elected President of the organization. 
Jonathan E. Field had the honor of being the first 
man ever to be elected president of the State Senate for 
three consecutive terns. 
In calling to mind the distinguished sons and 
daughters of Williams Academy, mention should be made 
also of Nathan Jackson who from time to time graciously 
endowed williams College and bestowed two thousand dollars 
upon the Stockbridge Public Library. Another patron of 
the Academy, Honorable J. Z. Goodrich, joined this educa¬ 
tional crusade and presented the building, while Jackson’s 
money was used to open the library with three thousand 
volumes upon its shelves. 
Missionaries to Other Lands -- Several missionaries 
have been sent out from Stockbridge, who have either been 
members of the Academy or deeply interested in its welfare. 
Among these are. Reverend Cyrus Byington, missionary to 
the Choctaw Indians; Reverend Josiah Brewer to Turkey and 
Greece; Mrs. Catherine Watson Webb, sent to the Burmese 
missions; Mrs. Catherine Sergeant DeForest, missionary to 
Beirut; Mrs. Sarah P. Powers, to Persia; and Miss Rose 
Sears, later residing in Pittsfield, to South Africa. 
More Recent Years --In more recent years, the Hon¬ 
orable Allen T. Treadway of Stockbridge, represented the 
first Congressional District from Massachusetts for thirty- 
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three years as an outstanding member of the House of 
Representatives and also served as a member of the Ways 
and Means Committee, Fred A. Barnes, another Stockbridge 
citizen, left to become Director of the College of Civil 
Engineering at Cornell, and Rachel Field had distinguished 
herself as an author of best sellers. 
The majestically draped figure, "The Republic", which 
was sculptured by Daniel Chester French, and which had 
dominated the World’s Fair in 1893, was being added to 
by other great works in his studio adjoining his home 
"Chesterwood" in Stockbridge. Miss Lydia Field Emmet 
became nationally known as a portrait painter during the 
early years of the nineteenth century, and novelist Owen 
Johnson, took up residence in Stockbridge, as did Walter 
Prichard Eaton, though neither of these men were actually 
natives of the town. 
The G-rowth of Other Cultural Developments -- Other 
prominent figures have resided in and around Stockbridge 
for many years and although they do not directly affect 
the educational system within the town, 1 feel that there 
are three institutions which, through the efforts of these 
people, should be recorded as educational advantages. 
The first is the establishment of the Austin Riggs 
Foundation by Doctor Riggs, who first came to Stockbridge 
as a summer resident in 1907. Ill health later necessi¬ 
tated his leaving the city where he practiced, for a more 
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restful life in the country aid it wss during his con¬ 
templations in Stockbridge, over years of experience, that 
inspired a clinic for patients on the boarderline of gen¬ 
eral medicine and psychiatry. It was not until after the 
first world War, however, that Doctor Riggs was able to 
put into execution his plan, that was to prove mutually 
beneficial to the town and to his work and to become 
nationally known for its psychiatric work. 
Secondly, was the starting of a summer theater, which 
was conceived in the mind of Walter L. Clark, also a summer 
resident and who devoted a great deal of his later life to 
artistic projects, having started the Grand Central Art 
Galleries in New York City. The purpose of the theater, 
which was called the Berkshire Playhouse, was to make it 
an educational and non-profit-making organization, which 
would provide a summer season of professional plays and 
music, and continue the annual art exhibition. In 1931, 
a school of drama was added to the operations of the 
theater, where young hopefuls received two months training 
and which was open to Stockbridge youths. The Playhouse 
has since offered summer jobs to local children, sometimes 
affording bit parts, or otherwise working around the 
theater thereby creating a real experience beyond the 
local educational facilities. 
The Berkshire Symphonic Music Festival was the third 
great innovation to supplement the educational wealth of 
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Stockbridge in 1934* Doctor Hadley, who was, at this time, 
guest conductor of the New York Philharmonic Orchestra, 
had visioned an open-air amphitheater under the setting of 
moonlight and stars, and with the able assistance of Miss 
Gertrude Robinson Smith, a summer resident, and her sub¬ 
committees, sixty-five members of Doctor Hadley’s orchestra 
were imported from New York. The first two years of con¬ 
certs were so enthusiastically received, that two years 
later, when Doctor Hadley was forced to resign due to ill 
helath, the Boston Symphony Orchestra under the direction 
of Serge Koussevitzky, was invited, and accepted to continue 
the summer concerts. The permanent residence of the Boston 
Symphony Orchestra at Tanglewood was not established however^, 
until 1937, when the entire estate, which derived its name 
from early descriptions by the owner, Nathinal Hawthorne, 
9 
was given to them as their summer home. 








Origin and Development of the School — The origin 
and development of the Stockbridge school can greatly 
credit its foundation and establishment to the in¬ 
fluence of the church. Throughout the eighteenth cen¬ 
tum, since the first committee penetrated the Housa- 
tonic Valley in 1722 headed by John Stoddard, education 
was second only to a ministry and both were designed to 
enlighten and instruct their heathen brethern, the 
Indians. 
No previous pattern for education was available 
for this division of the Massachusetts Bay Colony, 
nor was it feasible to adopt to the environment, any 
comparison of what the English might have experienced 
in their own education. Consequently, a trial and 
error process, under the direction of the first minister 
John Sergeant, was to set a precedent for future schools 
Preaching and teaching was combined in a unified opera¬ 
tion and from its initial concentration on young boys, 
girls were soon to be incorporated into the educational 
plan. Small groups grew into larger ones, the single 
classroom expanded into classrooms, and the main 
philosophy of Piety, Knowledge and Virtue commenced to 
define itself into such courses of study as agriculture, 
singing, sewing and the ministry. 
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Before the end of the century, local inhabitants 
greatly assisted in the work so long carried on by one 
minister and an assistant school master. New schools were 
ordered built and annual appropriations were granted for 
their support. Along with this response to education, 
private schools and the academy were introduced and the fund 
of knowledge was thereby afforded to a greater number of 
children of all ages. The trend of education was beginning 
to change from its religious and manual aspects, to a more 
dignified system of social etiquette. 
From 1800 to around 1890, there emerged a unified 
school program that provided a continuous system from 
the primary grades through high school. The private 
school gradually gave way to the free public school, 
and the separation of the school from the church became 
distinct. State support and influence in the school 
somewhat restricted prerogatives of the community, but 
only in view of the welfare of the students as citizens. 
This period of evolution developed into a fairly definite 
pattern by the end of the nineteenth century which is the 
basis of our present public school system. 
The Stockbridge school of today, however, is quite 
different from that represented a generation ago. It 
has developed a new concept of its functions and of its 
relation to the community. Activities and courses have 
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been extended and modified perhaps to bewildering 
lengths. Yet, a parallel is still visible in that 
adequate facilities are provided to meet increased en¬ 
rollment and the practical opportunities and advantages 
for the individual are still its chief aim. 
Influence in American Education — The influence 
in America of education in Stockbridge was first felt 
in 1736. The Stockbridge Indians had personally carried 
word of their great fortune in hearing the word of God 
to surrounding territories, and Connecticut tribesmen 
were soon to join them in listening to this astounding 
innovation of life. Ey 1750, Mr. Sergeant’s plan for 
educating the Indians had spread to the Six Nations 
in New York, a territory stretching as far south as 
Pennsylvania, and two tribes journied to Stockbridge 
in order to receive instruction which was to eventually 
0 
change their whole habit of thinking and acting. John 
Sergeant’s correspondence with Mr. Brainard in Delaware 
also led to the adoption of the formers educational 
system among the Shawanoos along the Susquehannah River. 
Even the firm conviction of the London Society for the 
Propogation of the Gospel in Foreign Parts of the good 
of the Stockbridge mission, induced them to encourage 
further educational advances in America. 
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Stockbridge education cannot, of course, lay 
claim to the first school in America, as that distinction 
is attributed to the Dutch in New Amsterdam in 1633, but 
it does stand out for establishing one of the first course 
systems, particularly that of agriculture. It is this 
same fundamental system that developed to produce so many 
an such great scholars who went on to become leading ed¬ 
ucators in prominent colleges and universities throughout 
the country, thereby propogating the Stockbridge educa¬ 
tional influence. 
Trends which Followed -- From the numerous de¬ 
mands upon education, particularly in line with pro¬ 
gressive education, the traditional school, inherited 
from the pas#t, has not proved adequate. The trend and 
new educational concept is to more closely bring the 
school into harmony with the community or social theory. 
The individual has become the dominating factor, with 
courses and activities which are functional with his 
needs. The transformation is, at present, by no means 
constant, though a high quality of learning is still 
maintained within the school. I believe, however, that 
within this period of seeking for more beneficial and 
effective goals, that the educational system is con¬ 
sciously attempting to develop a school system and 
program worthy of both educational and social ideals. 
APPENDICES 
STOCKBRIDGE TOWN CHARTER 
LETTER FROM REVEREND JOHN SERGEANT TO DOCTOR COLMAN 
SERGEANT'S LETTER ON PROPOSED EDUCATION OF INDIANS 
H. W. JOHNS' LETTER TO STOCKBRIDGE MEMORIAL COMMITTEE 
nTHE SMACK IN SCHOOL” BY W. PITT PALMER 
WILLIAMS HIGH SCHOOL COURSE OF STUDY PROGRAM-1950 
APPENDIX I 
STOCKERIDGE TOWN CHARTER 
(SEAL) 
JONATHAN BELCHER Esquire Captain General and Gover- 
nour in Chief in and over His Majestys Province of the 
Massachusetts Bay in New England in America TO ALL unto 
whom these Presents shall come GREETING, 
WHEREAS the Great and General Court or Assembly of 
his Majesty Province of the Massachusetts Bay aforesaid, 
at their Session held at Boston the seventeenth day of 
March one thousand seven hundred and thirty five DID give 
and grant to the Housatannuck Tribe of Indians a Township 
not exceeding the quantity of six miles Square of land, 
and Authorized and impowered John Stoddard, Ebenezer 
Pomroy and Thomas Ingersole, Esquires, a Committee to lay 
out the said Township unto the said Indians in upper 
Housatannuck river, the said Indians to be Subject to the 
Law of this Province made and passed in the thirteenth 
year of King William the third Chapter twenty first, with 
respect to said lands; and impowered the said Committee 
to lay out the Reverend Mr. John Sergeant their minister, 
and Mr. Timothy Woodbridge their School-master one six¬ 
teenth part of said land for each of them and their heirs 
and assigns; and also to lay out a sufficient quantity of 
land within said Township to accommodate four English 
Fam .lies that shall setle in same, to be under the Direction 
and Disposition of the Committee, and the said Committee 
were further impowered to dispose of the lands that were 
reserved to the said Indians in the Town of Sheffield in 
order to make Satisfaction so far as the same will go to 
the Proprietors and owners of the land granted as afore¬ 
said; and were also impowered to give the Proprietors of 
upper Housatannuck that live below the mountain an Equiva¬ 
lent in some of the ungranted lands of the Province next 
adjacent to upper Housatannuck, Sheffield and said granted 
Town; and the Committee were then further impowered to 
make the Proprietors of upper Housatannuck above the moun¬ 
tains and Equivalent in some of the unappropriated land of 
the Province the same to be full Satisfaction for such 
of their lands as were granted to the Housatannuck Tribe 
aforesaid insame; and whereas the Committee impowered as 
aforesaid in April seventeen hundred thirty six by a 
Surveyor and Chairman on oath Surveyed and laid out the 
said Township on both sides of Housatannuck river, and 
reported their Doings in the premises to the Great and 
General Court at their Session held the twenty sixth day 
of May one thousand seven hundred thirty six, the bounds 
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of which are as follow vizt., Beginning at a monument of 
Stones laid up. East three Degrees fifteen minutes north 
four hundred and fifty perch from Joakim Vanvalcumburgs 
house, thence north nine Degrees east fifteen hundred and 
six perch to a large white ash marked with Stones about it, 
thence west nine Degrees north, nineteen hundred and 
twenty perch to three little hemlocks and a maple marked, 
on which the Letters N.A.S.D.K. are set, thence South nine¬ 
teen hundred and twenty perch to a great white oak and 
black oak marked N.A. thence east nine Degrees south 
nineteen hundred and twenty perch, thence north nine 
Degrees east four hundred and fourteen perch to the 
monument first mentioned. 
And whereas the Council and House of Representatives 
of said Province at their Session held the twenty fourth 
day of November last by their vote desired me to issue a 
Patent under the Publick Seal of the Province of the 
Housatannuck Tribe of Indians of the Township lately 
Granted to them by this Court agreeable to the form of 
the Grant; all which in an by the records of the said 
General Assembly, reference thereto being had, doth fully 
appear. 
Know ye therefore. That I the said JONATHAN BELCHER 
Esquire Governour agreeable to the above recited Grant and 
vote pass’d by the Council and assembly respectively, 
and pursuant to the Power and authority contained and 
Granted in and by HIS MAJESTYS ROYAL CHARTER to the Gov¬ 
ernour and General assembly of the Province of the Mass¬ 
achusetts Bay aforesaid HAVE granted ratified and Con¬ 
firmed, and by these presents DO fully freely and ab¬ 
solutely Grant Ratify and Confirm unto the Housatannuck 
Tribe of Indians their heirs and assigns The aforesaid 
Track of land or Township situate and Describe as afore¬ 
said, with and under the Savings and Reservations made to 
the Reverend M. John Sergeant minister, Mr. Timothy Wood- 
bridge Schoolmaster, and the lands set off to the four 
English Families as aforesaid &c, with all the Estate, 
right Title and Property and interest of the Province 
aforesaid therein and thereunto TOGETHER with all and 
Singular the Soils, Swamps, meadows, rivers, riverlets. 
Ponds, Pools, woods, underwoods. Trees, Timber, Herbage, 
Feeding, Fishing, Fowling, and Hunting, Rights members 
Hereditaments, Emoluments, profits, privileges and ap¬ 
purtenances thereto belonging or in any way appertaining 
TO HAVE AND TO HOLD, the said Tract of land or Township, 
with all other the aforesaid premises Emoluments profits 
privileges and appur’ces thereto belonging with and under 
the Savings and reservations aforesaid, unto the said 
Housatannuck Tribe of Indians and to their heirs and assigns 
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TO their use and behoof forever, YIELDING rendering and 
paying therefor unto our Sovereign Lord KING GEORGE the 
second His Heirs and Successors one fifth part of all 
Gold and Silver oar, and precious Stones, which from time 
to time and at all times hereafter shall happen to be 
found gotten had or obtained in any of the said lands and 
premises, or within any part or parcel thereof in lieu 
an stead of all rents. Services, Dues, Duties, and Demands 
whatsoever for the said lands and premises and for every 
part and parcel thereof, IN TESTIMONY Whereof I the said 
JONATHAN EELCHER Esquire Governour have Signed these 
Presents, and caused the Publick Seal of the Province of 
the Massachusetts Bay aforesaid to be hereunto affixed 
Dated at Boston aforesaid this Seventh day of May - 1737; 
in the Tenth year of HIS MAJESTYS Reign. 
/s/ J. BELCHER 
By his Excellencys Command 
/s/ J. WILLARD, Secty. 
APPENDIX II 
LETTER FROM REVEREND JOHN SERGEANT TO DR. COLMAN 
May 6, 17l±3 
Reverend Mr. Hollis 
. . . several of them are affected with a sense and 
relish of Divine Things; and one of them in particular 
has made extraordinary progress in learnings, and appear 
truly pious, and has been singularly serviceable, assist¬ 
ing in the translations, expositions and applications of 
the Scripture; and also very helpful among the young 
Indians in a general religious concern that has of late 
prevailed among them. This young Indian is already well 
qualified to keep school among his countrymen; and within 
a few years will probably be fit to preach the Gospel to 
them. 
Two or three of the (Indians) are servicable in im¬ 
proving the rest of the Indians in knowledge and virtue. 
It has been a series of unwearied kindness to the Indians 
that have at length entirely overcome their jealousies and 
suspicions; and gain’d an almost universal disposition in 
them to receive instruction. 
. . . Sir, as to your making any allowance to me, for 
my care and trouble, of which you speak in your very 
obliging letter to me, I neither ask nor desire it, and I 
beg of you not to think of it; for I should indeed be 
ashamed to accept any thing of you (though my stated 
allowance is not large) but your intercessions at the 
Throne of Grace for me, of which I stand in great need ... 
We can never be thankful enough to you under God for 
having put it in our power to do so much to promote our 
general design ... 
With great Honor and Reverence 
Your most obliged 
humble Servant 
/s/ John Sergeant 
APPENDIX III 
SERGEANT»S LETTER ON PROPOSED EDUCATION OP INDIANS 
Stockbridge, August 1, 17^3* 
Reverend Sir, I now send you a rough Draught of that 
Design for the Education of Indian Children which I have 
some Times formerly hinted to you, that I had formed in 
my mind, with a Desire, that you would communicate it on 
the World in as publick a Manner, as possible, and with 
such Recommendations, as you may think proper. 
What I propose therefore in general is to take such 
a Method in Education of our Indian Children, as shall in 
the most effectual Manner change their whole Habit of 
thinking and acting; and raise them as far as possible, 
into the Condition of a civil industrious and polish’d 
people..• 
To accomplish this Design, I propose to procure an 
Accommodation of about two hundred Acres of Land ... and 
erect an house on it ... and in it to maintain a Number of 
Children and Youth (not under ten, nor above twenty Years 
of Age;) and to have them under the direction. Care and 
Tuition of two Masters ... 
If PROVIDENCE encourage and succeed this Design, and 
a Fund sufi'icient to carry it on, can be procured I propos 
to enlarge the Foundation, so as to take in Girls, as well 
as Boys, to be educated in a Manner suitable to the con¬ 
dition of their Sex ... 
That the Indian in general, are a people difficult 
to be reformed from their own foolish, and wicked Customs, 
the Unsuccessfulness of Attempts upon them for this Pur¬ 
pose is a melancholy proof, which though it may appear 
discouraging in further endeavours; yet 1 think, to a 
generous Mind it should rather be improved as an Argument 
to form and execute new projections for this Purpose ... 
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But tho I think the Design were proposed as the pro¬ 
bable Appearance of proving successful, yet I do not flatter 
myself with any Romantick Expectations of accomplishing all 
the Ends proposed at once; nor is it to be expected in the 
ordinary Course of Things but that a great Deal of Cost and 
Pains. 
I thank you for your kind Letter, and for the Pam¬ 
phlets that accompanied it, and am, 
With great Honor and Reverence 
Your most obliged 
humble Servant 
/s/ John Sergeant 
APPENDIX IV 
H.W. JOHNS' LETTER TO STOCKBRIDGE MEMORIAL COMMITTEE 
August 25, 1891. 
Dear Sirs 
As one of Mr. Canning's warmest friends, I trust 
the proposed tribute will be such as to insure an im¬ 
perishable proof of the high esteem in which he was held 
as a teacher and as a true friend by all who knew him. 
/s/ H. W. JOHNS, 
New York, N. Y. 
APPENDIX V 
11 THE SMACK IN SCHOOL" BY W. PITT PALMER 
Mid Berkshire hills, not far away, 
A distrxct school, one winter day. 
Was humming with the wonted noise 
Of three score mingled girls and boys; 
Some set upon their tasks intent. 
But more on furtive mischief bent 
The while the master’s downward look 
Was fastened on a copy book; 
When, suddenly, behind his back, 
Rose sharp and clear, a rousing SMACK, 
As ’twere a battery of bliss 
Let off in one tremendous kiss] 
"What’s that?" the startled master cries; 
"That, thir," a little imp replies, 
"Wath William Willith, if you pleathe - 
I thaw him kith Thuthannah Peathe]" 
With frown to make a statue thrill. 
The magnate bekoned; "Hither Will]" 
Like wretch o’ertaken in his track. 
With stolen chattels on his back. 
Will hung his head in fear and shame. 
And to the awful presence came - 
A great, green bashful simpleton, 
The butt of all good-natured fun. 
With smile suppressed and birch upraised, 
The threatner faltered; "I’m amazed 
That YOU, my biggest pupil, should 
Be guilty of an act so rude - 
Before the whole set school to boot - 
What evel genius put you to ’t?" 
"'Twas she herself, sir," sobbed the lad; 
"I didn't mean to be so bad; 
But when Susannah shook her curls 
And whispered I was 'fraid of girls. 
And dursn't kiss a baby doll, 
I couldn’t stand it, sir, at all, 
Eut up and kissed her on the spot] 
I knew - boo hoo - I ought to not; 
But somehow, from her looks - boo hoo - 
I thought she kind o' wished me too]" 
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College Preparatory Course 
Periods Diploma 
Per Week Credits 
FIRST YEAR 
English 5 5 
Algebra 1 5 5 
World History 5 5 
Latin 1 
or 
General Science 5 5 
Electives 
Art 2 2 
Music 2 2 
SECOND YEAR 
English 2 5 
Plane Geometry 5 5 
Electives 
Latin 2 5 5 
French 1 5 5 
Biology 5 5 
Modern European History 5 5 
Art 2 2 
Chorus 2 2 
THIRD YEAR 
English 3 5 5 
French 2 5 5 
Electives 
Algebra 2 5 5 
Chemistry 6 5 
Problems of Democracy 5 5 
Art 2 2 
Chorus 2 2 
Mechanical Drawing 2 2 
FOURTH YEAR 
English 4 5 5 
U. S. History 5 5 
Electives 
Solid Geometry and Trigonometry 5 5 
French 3 5 5 
Physics or Biology 5 5 
Mechanical Drawing 2 2 
Art 2 2 






English 1 5 
General Science 5 
World History 5 





English 2 5 
French 1 5 
Biology 5 





English 3 5 
French 2 5 






English [j. 5 
U* S. History 5 







































General Science 5 
Vocational Agriculture 15 
Electives 
Art 2 
Music 9- 2 
Mechanical Drawing 2 
SECOND YEAR 
English 2 5 
Biology 5 





English 3 5 




Problems of Democracy 5 
Art 2 
Chorus 2 
Mechanical Drawing 2 
FOURTH YEAR 
English 4 5 
Vocational Agriculture 15 
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